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A. Human personality cannot be sustained in any
other way. I stand by what is implied in the phrase ' unto
this last'. We must do even unto this last as we would
have the world do by us. All must have equal opportunity.
Given the opportunity, every human being has the same
possibility for spiritual growth. That is what the spin-
ning wheel symbolizes.
Harijan, 17-ll-'46
It is certainly not necessary for the Western people
to preach and practise the spinning wheel unless they will
do so out of sympathy, or for discipline, or with a view
to applying their matchless inventive faculty to making
the spinning wheel a better instrument while retaining its
essential characteristic as a cottage industry. But the
message of the spinning wheel is much wider: than its
circumference. Its message is one of simplicity, service of
mankind, living so as not to hurt others, creating an in-
dissoluble bond between the rich and the poor, capital and
labour, the prince and the peasant. That larger message is
naturally for all.
Organization of machinery for the purpose of con-
centrating wealth and power in the hands of a few
and for the exploitation of many I hold to be alto-
gether wrong. Much of the organization of machinery
of the present age is of that type. The movement of
the spinning wheel is an organized attempt to displace
machinery from that state of exclusiveness and exploita-
tion and to place it in its proper sta^e. Under my scheme,
therefore, men in charge of machinery will think not of
themselves or even of the nation to which they belong
but of the whole human race. Thus Lancashire men will
cease to use their machinery for exploiting India and other
countries, but on the contrary they will devise means of
enabling India to convert in her own villages her cotton